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HOUSEKEEPING:

Recording will be made available to attendees

Feel free to use chat

Feedback much appreciated

The aim of this presentation is to provide you with a 
general understanding of tax principles as they apply to 
international students and as such is for information 
purposes only. Each individual has a unique tax position 
and is responsible for their own tax determination and 
compliance.

DISCLAIMER:
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OVERVIEW:

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT NONRESIDENT TAX

• Overview of tax for nonresident students and scholars

• Understand the implications of filing an incorrect tax 
return – stimulus check

• Using Sprintax to prepare your tax returns

• Questions and discussion 



OVERVIEW 

 Defining residency for tax purposes

 Who must file a 2020 US tax return?

 What tax forms should I receive?

 Forms you need to complete and send to IRS

 No income - what form do I need to file?

 What is FICA?

 State Tax Returns

 Filing incorrectly – amending your tax return 
and the stimulus check

 Using Sprintax to prepare a compliant return
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• 2020 tax filing season is for income from:

• 1st January – 31st December 2020

• Filing deadline is Thursday, April 15th 2021*

IMPORTANT DATES 
FOR 2020
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WHAT DETERMINES 
RESIDENCY FOR 
TAX PURPOSES?
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RESIDENT OR NONRESIDENT 
FOR TAX PURPOSES?

Independent of visa/immigration status

• Generally, most international students & scholars who are 
on F, J, M or Q visas are considered nonresident for tax 
purposes.

• International students on J1 & F1 visas are automatically 
considered nonresident for their first 5 calendar years in the 
US

• Scholars/Researchers (and their dependents) on J visas are 
automatically considered nonresidents for 2 out of the last 6 
calendar years in the US

• If you’ve been in the US for longer than the 5 or 2 year 
periods, the Substantial Presence Test will determine your 
tax residency – 183 days. 

• If international students and scholars have left the US, 
these days outside the US won’t be counted towards the 
Substantial Presence Test as they are not present on US 
soil  
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RESIDENCY SUMMARY
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Number of years exempt from 
SPT FICA Exemption

F -1 5 Y
F - 2 5 N
J1 Student, non degree 5 Y
J1 Au pair and EduCare 2 of 6 Y
J1 Camp Counselor (summer camp) 2 of 6 Y
J1 Intern 2 of 6 Y

J1 Summer Work/Travel 2 of 6 Y
J1 Teacher 2 of 6 Y
J1 Trainee 2 of 6 Y
J1 Alien Physician 2 of 6 Y
J1 Student, Bachelor’s 5 Y
J1 Student, Doctorate 5 Y
J1 Student, Intern 5 Y
J1 Student, Masters 5 Y
J1 Government Visitor 2 of 6 Y
J1 International Visitor 2 of 6 Y
J1 Professor 2 of 6 Y
J1 Short-Term Scholar 2 of 6 Y
J1 Specialist 2 of 6 Y
J1 Research Scholar 2 of 6 Y
J2 2 of 6 N



POLL 1 | HANDS UP
WHO NEEDS TO FILE TAX DOCUMENTS TO THE IRS AS A 
NONRESIDENT?

• All nonresidents need to file something regardless of 
income

• Only those who earned US income need to file

• Nonresidents don’t have to file any tax documents

• Unsure 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT NONRESIDENT TAX



WHO MUST FILE FOR 
2020?

• Everyone must complete Form 8843 – irrespective of 
income or days of presence 

• Received taxable earnings or income over $0 – 2020 
no personal exemption amount - federal filing 
requirement (1040-NR)

• Received a taxable stipend, grant or allowance in 2020  
– federal filing requirement (1040-NR)

• 1040-NR-EZ has been discontinued for the 2020 tax 
season

Every nonresident has 
some type of IRS filing 

obligation…
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FORM 8843 -
MINIMUM FILING 
REQUIREMENT FOR 
ALL 
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POPULAR TYPES OF US 
INCOME
Most common:
• Employment
• Scholarship covering costs other than tuition and tuition 

related expenses
- Room and Board
- Stipend 

• Investment income

• Singing in a bar
• Gambling winnings
• Focus group – gift card
• Rental income (over 14 nights)
• Selling art/design works
• All reportable

OTHER INCOME?
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INCOME WHICH DOES 
NOT TRIGGER A FILING 
REQUIREMENT FOR 
NONRESIDENTS

• Scholarship for tuition and related expenses

• Scholarship received from outside the US

• Money transferred from parents/relatives overseas

• Income ‘earned’ in their home country (investment 
income, rent, job before moving to US, etc.)

• Interest on regular savings account
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W2
• Wages, Salary, Compensation (Employment Earnings)
• Deadline to receive – January 31st 2021

1042-S
• Taxable Scholarships/Stipends/Non-Degree Aid
• Income exempt by a tax treaty
• Royalty Payments 
• Prize/Award/Miscellaneous foreign payments 
• Deadline to receive – March 15th 2021

1099 Series
• Rental income
• Investment Income 
• Commissions
• Independent Contractor Services
• Deadline to receive – typically by end of March 

TAX DOCUMENTS 
NONRESIDENTS MAY 
RECEIVE
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NONRESIDENT SPOUSE 
AND DEPENDENTS

Same filing requirements as visa holder:

• No joint returns for Nonresidents

• Obligations
• Minimum is Form 8843
• 1040-NR if applicable
• Each dependent should mail them in separate 

envelopes

• Nonresident can elect to file as resident – when married 
to a tax resident - but do the math on both options first! 
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FICA TAXES

• Nonresident international students and scholars (J1 & 
F1) should not be paying FICA

• H-1B, J-2 and TN visa-holders, are subject to FICA taxes 
from their first day of employment.

• Usually only applied to off campus employment
• However tax residents do pay

• Opportunity to claim back
• From employer
• Via Form 843 & Form 8316
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STATE TAXES

• E.g. if an international student was studying at Sprint 
University in New York and as a result of the 
pandemic moved to another state in the US, this 
could have an impact on their state filing obligations

• Resident, part-year resident and nonresident status

• Forms and rules vary from state to state 

• Federation of Tax Administrators website 
www.taxadmin.org/state-tax-forms

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT NONRESIDENT TAX

http://www.taxadmin.org/state-tax-forms


ARIZONA STATE TAX 
RETURN
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Resident VS Nonresident - Who is an Arizona resident for Arizona income tax 
purposes? 

For Arizona income tax purposes, the term "nonresident" means every individual 
other than a resident. 

Resident is:

• Every individual who is in Arizona for other than a temporary or transitory 
purpose. 

• Every individual domiciled in Arizona who is outside Arizona for a temporary or 
transitory purpose. 

• Every individual who spends, in the aggregate, more than nine months of the 
taxable year within Arizona is presumed to be a resident. 

• International students are usually regarded as nonresidents for state tax 
purposes as they are here for a temporary or transitory purpose



ARIZONA STATE TAX 
RETURN
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Filing requirements:

Taxpayers must file an Arizona income tax return if: 
You must file if you are:     and your gross income is more than:  

• Single                                         $12,400 
• Married filing joint                  $24,800 
• Married filing separate           $12,400 
• Head of household                  $18,650 

If you are a nonresident, you must report income derived from Arizona sources.  To 
determine if you meet the gross income threshold amount above, multiply the 
amount by the percentage of your Arizona gross income that is of your federal 
adjusted gross income.

You have to file a tax return reporting any income earned in Arizona if you exceed the 
amounts listed above. If you do not meet these filing requirements but you have 
Arizona income tax withheld from your income, you can file an Arizona return to 
obtain a refund of the withheld taxes.



ITIN – INDIVIDUAL 
TAXPAYER 
IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER

• Required when filing Federal return

• Most common among scholarship recipients (athletes)

• Not needed on Form 8843

• Application process is tricky!

• CAA may certify documents (Certified Acceptance Agent)

• Significant delays in processing ITINs
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1098 T – TUITION 
STATEMENT

• Tuition Statement

• Mostly used to claim education tax credit

• Significant cause of misfiling for nonresidents

• Not relevant for tax nonresidents

• Sometimes - all students with an SSN on file with school 
will get one – even nonresidents, so it can cause a lot of 
confusion!
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TIMELINES FOR A 
REFUND • Federal

• 6 weeks - 6 months (in normal times)
• 2019 season – delays in processing returns
• Contact IRS to follow up

• ‘Where’s my refund’ 
• https?//irs.gov/refunds

• State
• Similar but will vary from state to state

• IRS delays in processing paper returns
• Filed in June – processed late 

October/early November
• Good news - e-filing is on the way!
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POLL 2 | HANDS UP
DO YOU THINK YOU EVER FILED AN INCORRECT TAX 
RETURN?

• Yes
• No
• I didn’t misfile but I forgot to file for previous years

N O N R E S I D E N T  T A X  - I  D O N ’ T  E V E N  D O  M Y  O W N  T A X E S !



• Don’t panic - but do set the record straight

• Never filed….
• Catch up
• Can back file at any stage
• Can only claim a refund for previous 3 years

• Misfiled…..
• 1040X - Amended U.S. Individual Income Tax Return
• Simple form, similar to 1040

MISSED A YEAR? FILED AS 
A RESIDENT BY MISTAKE?
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COVID ECONOMIC 
IMPACT PAYMENTS



STIMULUS CHECK 
MAKES THE 
HEADLINES
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POLL 3 | HANDS UP
HAVE YOU RECEIVED A STIMULUS PAYMENT?

• Yes
• No
• Not sure
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OVERVIEW OF THE 
ECONOMIC IMPACT 
PAYMENT
WHO IS NOT ELIGIBLE?

Simply put
Taxpayers won't qualify for an Economic Impact Payment if they:
• Are a nonresident alien – for tax purposes
• Are a nonresident alien for 2020
• Filed Form 1040-NR or Form 1040NR-EZ, Form 1040-PR or Form 1040-SS 

for 2019.
• https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/economic-impact-payment-information-

center-topic-a-eip-eligibility-and-general-information
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SECOND STIMULUS CHECK 
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• Second stimulus check was issued by the IRS in December 
2020 

• Generally, U.S. citizens and resident aliens who are not 
eligible to be claimed as a dependent on someone else’s 
income tax return are eligible for this second payment

• Eligible individuals will automatically receive an Economic 
Impact Payment of up to $600 for individuals or $1,200 for 
married couples and up to $600 for each qualifying child

• You won’t qualify for the second stimulus check if you are a 
nonresident alien for tax purposes for 2020



NONRESIDENT WHO 
FILED INCORRECTLY 
AS A RESIDENT

If a nonresident filed incorrectly as a resident (1040 v 1040-NR):

• File an amended tax return- 1040-X & 1040-NR- for all 
incorrect years

• Make any necessary amended payment

• Return the stimulus payment to the IRS if they believe they 
received it in error 
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• You may have amended your return and 
returned the initial payment, you may still 
receive the second stimulus payment and you 
will be required to return this too



SPRINTAX AMENDED 
RETURN STATISTICS

2020

5500
Amended returns

2019

330
Amended returns

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT NONRESIDENT TAX



IMPLICATIONS OF NOT 
FILING

• Nonresidents are required to comply with all US laws, 
including IRS

• Filing tax forms (even if only 8843) is part of maintaining visa 
status in US

• Not filing could affect future immigration status (like H1B, 
LPR)

• Fines, penalties, interest can accrue if the IRS are owed

• Might be missing out on a refund!
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BE CAREFUL ABOUT 
OPTIONS 
RECOMMENDED TO 
YOU

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT NONRESIDENT TAXEVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT NONRESIDENT TAX

• As a nonresident for tax purposes, you cannot 
use Turbotax to prepare your tax returns.

• TurboTax only supports resident returns!



USING 
SPRINTAX



Important Information on Accessing Sprintax
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• Visit the ASU tax page to access Sprintax https://issc.asu.edu/student/resources/tax-information

• It’s extremely important to access Sprintax from this page and to enter your ASURite ID in order to receive your 
automatic Federal and Form 8843 costs discounted

https://issc.asu.edu/student/resources/tax-information


LOGIN PAGE
Once you have enterted your ASURITE ID The link will bring you to a Sprintax landing page where you can register 
an account for free or sign in if you have used Sprintax before.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT NONRESIDENT TAX



RESIDENCY 
DETERMINATION

• We will confirm residency for tax purposes. 

• If you are a resident for tax purposes we will 
stop you at this page and also recommend 
our partner for resident taxes, TurboTax
(only if you are a resident for tax purposes).
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INCOME 
DETAILS

• Income document information provided from 
W-2, 1042-S, 1099’s. 

• Also note the live chat pop up which you can 
use to ask the live chat team questions as you 
go through the system.

• OCR (Optical Character Recognition) 
is here! 
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STATE TAXES

• The system will also recognize if you 
need to file a state tax return.

• Some students may have multiple state 
filing requirements, depending on their 
circumstances. 
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• At the end of the process Sprintax will 
automatically remove the costs of your Federal 
and Form 8843 costs. 

• It will also outline the order breakdown and the 
costs involved for any additional services such as 
state tax returns or post filing support etc.

• If you see an option to insert a code then you will 
have not gone through the Sprintax link from the 
ASU tax page and will need to go back through the 
correct link on the ASU tax page

ORDER 
BREAKDOWN
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GENERATION OF TAX FORMS

• The option to eFile is 
coming for Federal tax 
returns!

• State tax returns will 
still need to be mailed

• Form 8843 by itself 
will still need to be 
mailed
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SPRINTAX CAN ASSIST WITH AMENDED RETURNS! 
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Where a student has submitted an incorrect tax return, maybe filed as a resident instead of a nonresident, Sprintax can assist in 
preparing an amended tax return! 



Where Can I Access 
my ASU Income 
Documents?

W-2 Forms:
You should receive a W-2 from ASU Human Resources
(https://cfo.asu.edu/W2-guide). Your W-2 is also posted 
on My ASU. 

1042-S Forms:
You may receive a 1042-S from ASU Tax Services if you 
received tax treaty benefits from ASU during the tax year 
or you had other taxable money that was not paid 
through payroll. 

These forms are posted to your Glacier account, or sent 
in the mail if you did not agree to receiving 
electronically. Please contact ASU Human Resources
(InternationalEmployeeManagement@exchange.asu.ed
u) if you did not receive a 1042-S.
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OTHER 
SUPPORT



OTHER SUPPORT

Additional support available to you:

• Educational tax videos on YouTube

• Blog content for tax awareness

• 24/7 live chat during filing season

• SprintaxTDS Personal
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SPRINTAXTDS 
PERSONAL

• Software to prepare your pre OPT/CPT employment tax 
documents

• Ensuring you are taxed correctly on your income

• SprintaxTDS Personal will generate any applicable tax 
forms for you, such as the W4, W8BEN and 8233, all you 
need to do is sign and provide them to your employer

• Separate to any end of year tax filing you may need to 
do
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SPRINTAXTDS PERSONAL

You can register an account for free on the ASU SprintaxTDS Personal webpage. 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT NONRESIDENT TAX

https://www.sprintaxtds.com/personal/asu/


TAX PROFILE OF 215,000 
STUDENTS AND 
SCHOLARS



2020 FEDERAL & 
STATE REFUNDS
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ASU Average Federal and State Refunds 
2019 Filing Season



N O N R E S I D E N T  T A X  - I  D O N ’ T  E V E N  D O  M Y  O W N  T A X E S !

POLL 4 | HANDS UP
DID YOU FIND THIS WEBINAR HELPFUL?

• Very helpful
• Helpful
• Neither helpful nor unhelpful
• Unhelpful
• Very unhelpful



THANK YOU!
QUESTIONS?

QUESTIONS TO:

hello@sprintax.com

Live Chat on Sprintax.com


